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O—FR# WZBR L
Aikido Founder Morihei Ueshiba O sensei

@—_fREEX MWEHHEILE
Doshu Kisshomaru Ueshiba sensei
@—U#g—FREK Mr. Kazuo Yamabata

@—K#FHERK  Mr. Hideo Yonemochi
®—#H 48K Mr. Kanenori Yokota
®—¥&IBIEF] K Mr. Masashi Hamasaki
@—/NAEFRAEK  Mr. Kunio Obata

(196 1£11 A, AREATEIHERLIHRSORIZHRE)



HUSEE DORE HETHDTE RIS MR 2413,

EHRORBER I INH=HE2BNLET,
The Founding of Aikido Kobe Seibukan(#5i:£E) Dojo

- \ el —KEK  The late Mr.Kazuo Yamabata:
g = BT LZOSROBCKRFRICHSVEREZ DS,
& BHERUA TSNS MRS 2 RR.
. X IRIBEER T, SOERIMRBOFEHEX L3,

L 199145 AZH# %,
*met Mr.Yonemochi and started aikido while chairperson of Fuji Chemical Company
*invested personal property in constructing Seibukan Aikido Dojo.
*was the first regional head of the Kobe (Aikikai) aikido dojo.
*supported all Seibukan activities for over thirty years

*passed away in May1991

BVWHLUETICHBA3 4% 7 AFXHMELTRELELLEYR, MBS LR ARBREDER %
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WCERZER UERBEOLH TARELZBDELER, Rl - B R ELEDFIENBRER L LT
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RBRECIHELZHZE L, SHARORBEEICTHELHE, REBHFEICRoTEBY £,
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WHEEEFRT -V ESEN-LTEY £7,

~ 1198945 HA%T - BREERE BRERE3IOBFAFELZIPZT| Xk~

I remember that we launched the Aikikai Kobe branch in July 1959. We initially practised at the Ikuta
Police Station dojo on Mondays and Fridays, as we didn’t have our own place to practise. Mr.Yonemochi
was our leader. Subsequently the construction of our dojo in Ishii, Hyogo ward was completed and then we
started practicing aikido under the name of Seibukan Dojo. This dojo is still used as a training center for
young people to learn arts such as Kendo and Shigin (recitation of Chinese poems) as well as aikido.
(Text partly omitted)

Initially, Mr. Ueshiba from the Aikikai Headquarters took time out from his busy schedule to instruct us in
aikido at Seibukan. Currently Mr. Endo from the Aikikai Headquarters instructs us. We are very grateful
to both of them. More than thirty years have passed since I became involved in aikido. I believe that aikido
has helped me greatly to cultivate my mind. I'm proud to say that more and more of our members have
important roles in society, including in the business world. Last autumn it was the greatest honour in my
life to be unexpectedly awarded “the Fifth Class Order of the Precious Crown”. I felt most grateful for that.
Japan has greatly changed as the Showa era has ended and the Heisei era has started. However 1 will
always continue making every effort to contribute to cultivating a better society and to the further
development of the region (of Kobe) .

( Extract from Seibukan Correspondence “On the 30th anniversary of the launch of Kobe branch dojo” published in May 1989)
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W KB EKEK The late Mr.Hideo Yonemochi:
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2012 9AZH#H %,

*founded Seibukan with Mr.Yokota while working at the Kobe branch office of Daisho Securities Company
*the first head of Seibukan Aikido Dojo

*contributed to the popularisation of aikido in many parts of the country

*the executive director of the Aikikai Foundation

*passed away in September 2012

BEPOLROFICETE IOV EL T, ZZOBEHL-TWVWIARELFRDINLL L X o EHRIC
DoOTRHTLN, EWVWIHIZETLE, BAIANREKLNELT, FBIXETIIZ, _ATHFETERESE
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(FH%) FRIZ-oZVH L EFNIIHFICEARIEEZE VWL, —DOEBEKRBOFIZORN - T,
HETHYOBMDFTR->THo Lo b BANET,
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It all started like this. I had a phone call from Doshu. He told me that Mr. Yokota from Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries would visit me and that he needed my help. Subsequently Mr. Yokota came to me and suggested
that he and I start aikido in Kobe together. In those days (late 1950’s) only a few people knew about aikido.

(Text partly omitted.)
We decided to search for a place to practise that wouldn’t cost any money. How about the dojo at the
police station? One of my friends happened to be a chief officer at the Prefectural Police Headquarters. He
kindly asked his boss to let us use their dojo. Thanks to him, we were offered the use of their dojo twice a
week on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

( Text partly omitted)
At that time I happened to have a close friend whose name was Mr.Yamabata. He said, “Aikido sounds like
fun. I'll join you.” He introduced a number of young men to aikido and before we knew it, the number of
members had reached almost thirty. “Well, now we have so many members, I should build a dojo so that
we can practise any time we like,” Mr. Yamabata said. He actually had a dojo built in the grounds of his
own home. That was the beginning of Seibukan.

(Text partly omitted)

In brief, I sowed a seed of aikido in Kobe. That tiny seed grew into a huge tree. Now so many people practise
aikido in Kobe.

(Extract from Mr. Yonemochi's congratulatory address given at the 40th anniversary of Seibukan on 12th July 1998)




W BEHESMEK The late Mr. Kanenori Yokota:
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*started aikido at Tokyo University and joined Mitsubishi Heavy Industries

*founded Seibukan Aikido Dojo with Mr.Yonemochi

*became the head of Seibukan Aikido Dojo in 1963

*devoted himself to instructing in aikido and training leaders

*passed away in December 1993
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It was probably in May 1958 that I had a phone call from a man named Mr.Yonemochi. He said, “I hear that
you’ve been practising aikido. Would you like to practise with me?” That phone call delighted me. Having
finished school and started work in Kobe the previous month, I was wondering if I could somehow keep
practising the aikido that I had begun at university. Wow! I can continue aikido!
(Text partly omitted)

At the beginning of the practice there, I would always take “uke” for Mr.Yonemochi. He would throw me
down on the worn-out tatami mat with his dynamic “waza” while uttering a sound which was between
yelling and exhaling like “Hahhh!” or ”Sahhh!”.

(Text partly omitted)
In 1963, Mr.Yonemochi was unexpectedly ordered to transfer to Nagoya. I still remember clearly how on his
last day of practice, he kept instructing us enthusiastically, without wiping away his tears.

(Text partly omitted)
Kobe branch dojo had an unconventional style. After Mr.Yonemochi left, we were sometimes influenced and
pressured both directly and indirectly by other dojos. We even received complaints on several occasions.
However, as the regional head (of Aikikai aikido dojo), behind the scenes, Mr.Yamabata always solved those
problems. Thanks to him, we were able to keep our own style. Despite the arguments for and against it, we
owe what we are to him.

(Extract from Seibukan Correspondence “It started on the roof of the building” Published in January 1991 )

Although we are not professional “aikido-ka”, we have been able to continue to practice as a unique branch
dojo. This is all thanks to the support of and effort by many people in every way. Foremost Mr.Yamabata has
made our dojo what it is today. He has been taking care of everything at the Kobe branch dojo since its
founding. He has entirely forgiven my thoughtlessness. He has even built Seibukan dojo here and invited
the former and current Doshu and many other eminent instructors to enable us to learn from them. I really
appreciate all he has done for us.
(Text partly omitted)

I truly hope that everyone in this branch dojo continues to practise and find their own aikido. This is my
most sincere wish.

( Extract from Seibukan Correspondence “Message on the Publication” published in May 1989)

BN awn

i RAEPRE — uy L5 3 = e
IRIEIHINES ] AFEHEN  seun

i g v S s

1989 MHFXBERESIOAFE (BIX330AFE) BRELT THEEAERFE] #87 .,
BRHSE,. REEABN SAEAREFRAODVREL. BERSRO7 V77— FRBLGEBEAZEL LT,

7




L DR ANEX 1)F A

W3 345 | 5 A | KEFROSHENRH 2 HE B ©AEE RN A CRE LS
K AR R SRS DB S CRE L B AA
B3 44 | 78 | BILW/NERIC TH AR OAKEE RS
108 | >R80P ERE LCRRIESN5
S i XA H T O (L G 2 Bl RS AR B a% ¥,
(LB, KERES R . M EHE SR T EEXEE Rl
WEFn 3 64 A [E A A AGE R YEfE C RN 7= B DN B % 55
118 | RERSICE 4R IERE, Wil e LTHEiSIcsn
fEFn 3 84 KEFFEGEIZNDY | iR KESE 2B
W4 645 | 8 A | ZHMEICE A A X ) 7 EHEE SIS BEH K, EIFK)
W2FN 5 0 4F FRRIC X0 Tt 5 2Bk
EFN5 14 TRERTFLIC L A FRERH A
WEFn 5 34 BH A E S BR R
A5 84 | 9 | FHEHICTH 1 5T R T
WEAFI6 24 | 1 0 | PREIC & ORI S (&% - @B & &) |
ERITAE | 5 A | BE 3 0 FEICERAE RS AT
Rk 3 A 5 H (LS SRR 2l =
10 A | )& B %
ok 6 & 12H | EHEELEE OE, BRI ESE ST
SR TAE | 1A | B - SR SKIC X 0 RS & BAS
20 | EE AT SEE Y & LR B
Rk 8 & 128 | HWSEEATE L
RN IGRE I E TV SEiER)
VR 1 0% | 7 H JEHAIN 4 O JBER S TE
Rkl 44| 5 H feE BN ROBEREAIR L e ESR SN
1 0AH | B REfEAXEHEREx
WEk1 54| 2 H fe i ST OB AR BRAE BT A
KEF—sbE#=E - 8
7H JEHAINE 4 5 JEER S T
TR 2 04E | 98 | JEBAISL 5 0 FERR AT
TRk 2 24 BRGEM O S YR
Bk 2 3 4R A XY 2|2V SE UK B
Ek2 44| 9 H KRB E 2 E
10H | #FILFLF PR CARERENEE D
pk2 54| 9 H TEYFEINL 5 5 B TE
TRk 3 04| 7H | EHAI 6 O JAEDAITH AT N S SAN

8




METREEFIHEELSBIT =

i & T F)
w

(4 0 @A &

A ”
o

=
ﬂ‘; w?

<5 5J§J’f|5‘ﬂ'%“ﬁ$> Hﬁzﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ]?ﬁé‘a%ﬁﬁl‘

RANIL S e w-—cw e g

s
oMaNE kN B

(ﬁw&ﬁﬁ%kb'$&8$12H225>




BVSEH WA YS! JAN=EiIIN 2%k HRAEH FHtr 7% AbIN - TY2) -

B AN FE T L RIS R EFiR G 7#%

VEIRE IE 7] B FESE AT e TEE 1 PN TAARSE 2 i SEIBUKAN AIKIDO UK
TR 5 A A7 e HEE SR 8 #% Bryan Bateman

R B Rl AT IR AR K& A M % Akiko Bateman

AB PNLE- [EFe i BT ST VA il IAATESR Shin Bateman

FTA FE A FANE -1 TN ameAbys by (L PN (b ASVAVEE 3N Peter Gombala

el it TAFT T A=Y F EF/ I T VLA SR TS0 9 4% Mark Langdon-Jones
SN = KR Vi — % LA S5 i e gl e o MR Alex Langdon-Jones
KT H] =B P A Tt IESE EJiEES HVL N WTY BRI Tony Epps

K HE R EAE— R — A A 3k A T SR PN 7R —ER Hayley Epps

R T HrEy JINHRBIBL ESLES SR i T 108 Milada Bouzidi
B SR Fh AT KILFEET WA i A0 A David Davies

FFH & (- S ES PN [aF Ti's TR Pk David Barnard
PEABATE fAEY Y T i 11 HERL [ AT FRESE— AR Th Maureen Haynes

FHE R ESEIN e BT FAW -y b 97 S pi3d David Leech

HHRERE HEAL R SREF I 5 L 4% - 7 S Paul Liu

ENIIF=7 S A P 2 EEON HOE— T NS Andrew Carter
TR A9 77« 3240 AR B 7= 147 it R e I FH L Joe Szmutko

ES e v 7511 AR 751 BE— B i+ AEHIE VL1 FE R

I I 25— Mt SN ES I WFHIE [ELigi=a HFHE PAES

ok SELPIA JRAM R 14% Al IS R PSS =i mEjlERs

DBk LSS RIS 1 IE B =45 [EEAPE IRE S RREH S XEHE
i 7 Hilikih WHDETA & 11 7 e LI BARTE—HE Ut it a—THEE
UNCEIES A ERHH T AR T U= A THE TR NTF -t 5—
TR 2 BATRE BT A J5UEF 50 EAIESN T MERFESER
L EN2d Vayx 7k it 5 4% ENEUN B ki 7 R 30 655 A 1 R BLE

FWSEE BO78-382-16509

D IEREEN AR EE L THELL, BLWENR Y 0bBAIERD kDI,
T650-0011 A TTRRK FILFE 82017 & : REKRADBZI BT BND, ZAREVEREEROETH Y 121,

PZEIVIEVAL, FHIBIAD IKREWEE 2Hic TAEHK LaHTELE,

L e

ZWEN3F  [EAKA

10



